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 Exhibitions:  Permanent gallery installation “Ancestral Dialogues: Conversations in Native American 

Art” in the endowed Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Gallery, funded by NEA in 2011.   

Juxtaposes contemporary and traditional arts from the Northwest as broadly defined.  Frequent 

temporary exhibitions of contemporary NW and Plateau arts, and biennial exhibitions of prints from the 

Crow’s Shadow Institute of the Arts.   

 

 George and Colleen Hoyt Native American Weaving Arts Acquisition Fund.  An endowment of 

$200,000 whose annual interest earnings provide funds to purchase contemporary weaving arts.  

Purchases are made in consultation with the Northwest Native American Basketweavers Association.   

Goal of acquisitions is to build exemplary collection of work by contemporary master weavers in and 

beyond the NW. 

 

 USDA/US Forest Service Cooperative Agreement, 2013-2014, to research barriers and issues that tribal 

artists experience in the PNW when attempting to harvest traditional plants on federal lands.  Graduate 

student Ceara Lewis (Aleut) is coordinating this research, with a draft report planned for summer 2014 

and a roundtable discussion at NNABA 2014 at Squaxin Island in October 2014.   

 

 The Indian Country Conversations program is a series of encounters that brings leaders, including 

artists, from Native American and indigenous communities to Willamette University to interact with the 

campus, the broader community, local reservation communities, and the Chemawa Indian School (a 

federal boarding school located in Salem).  Funding is available for honoraria, accommodations, and 

events, which are free to the public.  

 

 The Willamette University-Chemawa Indian School Partnership Program is a collaboration that provides 

learning opportunities for students in both educational settings.  Willamette students tutor Chemawa 

students four nights a week at Chemawa and are in turn mentored by Chemawa staff and peer tutors.  

Chemawa students have access to a wide range of activities at Willamette, including at the Hallie Ford 

Museum of Art.   

 

 FUTURE: Director of Native American Programs position is being created and a job description 

finalized.  A search will begin this spring with a goal of as summer 2014 hire.  This fulltime position 

will be primarily responsible for the retention of Native American students at Willamette, the Chemawa 

Partnership Program, and for the coordination of the Indian Country Conversations Series.   

 

 IN PROGRESS: Book project, The Art of Ceremony: Regalia from Native Oregon, to be published by 

UW Press in 2016.  Collaborative project with all Oregon tribes, 200 color illustrations.   
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